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OUTSTANDING TRANSITIONAL
HOUSING GRADUATE

HOMESHARE PROGRAM
SUCCESS STORY

Shared Housing Cen­
ter's transitional hous­
ing program is a 12­
month program open to
single mothers with
children ages 0-11.
Through case manage­
ment, computer train­
ing and financial edu­
cation as well as par­
enting classes, Shared
Housing seeks to pro­
vide all families with
the tools for success.
However with tough
economic times and
other barriers to over­
come, finding gainful
employment and per­
manent housing can be
quite a challenge. How­
ever, Ms. Barbara
Miller rose to that chal­
lenge, earning her the

The HomeShare Program
pairs "home seekers" in
need of affordable,
shared living arrange­
ments, with
"homeproviders" who
own their housing, but
who require companion­
ship, special services or
rental income to remain
there. Residents may

title of Shared Housing
Center's Outstanding
Graduate this quarter.
Barbara graduated
from the program in
February 2009 with
housing, employment
and is currently attend­
ing The University of
Phoenix. Barbara was
only in the program for
four months, but was
determined from the
beginning not to make
the program a crutch,
but rather a pathway to
better living for herself
and her three minor
children. Though she
is no longer in the pro­
gram, she is still in the
hearts and minds of
Shared Housing Center
staff. As a graduate,

participate in HomeShare
for up to 18 months. Ms.
LeMetrias
Savage is
the Out­
standing
Graduate
from this
program.
Using the
18

she is still a welcome
guest to special events
and has access to
Shared Housing Cen­
ter's food pantry and
donation room. Bar­
bara now serves as an
inspiration to past and
current clients seeking
success.

Congratulations
Barbara!

months to its fullest, Le­
Metrias left the program
with a full time position at
Baylor Hospital. And, she
appreciated and enjoyed
the program so much that
she is now preparing to
become a "homeprovider".

Congratulations
LeMetrias!

Shared Housing
Brings Results:

• In the first quarter,
one client completed
OED classes and ob­
tained her GED

• Five clients graduated
from the program with
permanent housing;
three had full time
employment

• One graduate became
a full time student

• And the final gradu­
ate, a 76 year old
great grandmother, is
caring for her two
great grandchildren
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TOUCHING THE LIVES OF MANY
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Between the Transitional Housing
and HomeShare programs, the
first quarter has proven to be a
busy one. A total of 18 mothers
and their 34 children, as well as
three older women, have lived in
the transitional housing proper­
ties located at Gaston and
Grigsby. During this same time
period, 20 single adults took part
in the HomeShare program. And
two of the 20 graduated with
housing and employment. How­
ever, Shared Housing Center's
work does not end when clients
graduate. Six hundred meals

have been dis­
tributed to cur­
rent and for­
mer clients via
Shared Hous­
ing's on-site
food pantry.

And thankfully,
the declining
economy has

not affected the steady stream of
donations that Shared Housing
Center is accustomed to receiving.
Clients frequently check in to
"shop" in the donation room for
clothing, shoes, and miscellane-

ous goods. Weekly classes,
taught by Shared Housing Center
board members, alternate be­
tween the sub-

jectsofFinan- •.....
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and Computer "'$!',: '~'I:i-Q-
, _I \ ,~"Skills. In addi- - __ ~ '

tion, current . W
and former cli-
ents are permitted to use the com­
puter lab Monday through Thurs­
day during business hours for
school work, resume writing, job
searches and e-mail. All included,
the computer lab and classes have
served over 25 individuals.

THE VOLUNTEERS THAT MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN
It takes far more than Shared
Housing Center's Board of Direc­
tors and four staff members to
make the programs thrive. The
many volunteers that choose to
donate their time to children's
programming, special events,
clerical/technical work and
physical labor contribute consid­
erably to the success of Shared
Housing Center. In the first
quarter, approximately 75 volun-

"Workingwith the kids at
Shared Housing is the

highlight of my week. Their
presence in my life is such a
blessing. People always say
that volunteering is as much
a reward for the volunteer as

it is for the cause being
supported-so true."

Meg Hanna, volunteer

teers logged over 250 hours! One
volunteer, Meg Hanna donates her
time at least twice a week with
the children in the transitional
housing program. Whether the
group is painting, walking to the
park, or having a shaving cream
fight, Meg is always ready to jump
in and get dirty with the children.
There is no question, they love her
for it! She is just one of the many
dedicated volunteers that make
Shared Housing a priority.

NETWORKING WITH OTHER AGENCIES

Though Shared Housing Center
provides classes and services for
current and former clients, con­
necting with other agencies has
been a great way to increase the

D b r...OJ '- J impact of the pro-1'/111\ ".' OJ'"}"' ''''/'-!,

~ ,. grams offered. In
~~1 addition to their

presence in chil­
dren's program­
ming,
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Rainbow Days' Play Connection/
Parent Connection teaches moms
how to play and communicate
with their children in a positive
manner. Also, Judah's Outreach
Ministries became part of "our
family" this quarter, and delivers
food to the center weekly for chil­
dren's activities as well as break­
fast food for the families living at
Gaston and Grigsby Houses.

Representatives from Big Brothers
Big Sisters, Kipps Academy, and
Habitat for Humanity have also
visited Shared Housing to explain
the resources they have that are
available to the clients in the tran­
sitional housing
and HomeShare
programs.
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Between weekly programming and
special events, it has been an excit­
ing time for the children at Shared
Housing Center. Allison Ondocsin,
a new family case manager focusing
on childrens' programming, joined
the Shared Housing Center team
this quarter. Aside from the daily
duties necessary for case manage­
ment and operations of the transi­
tional housing program, Allison has

KIDS ' PAGE
the opportunity to be with the chil­
dren on Tuesday and Thursday eve­
nings while their moms have
classes. On Tuesdays, the older
children work with Rainbow Days,
an organization that seeks "to pro­
vide children living in high risk
situations with the skills they need
to overcome adversity and stay drug
free." Activities that Allison has co­
ordinated in the evenings include

walking to a picnic at the park, a
chocolate chip cookie excavation,
making Valentines for moms, creat­
ing cereal-necklaces, countless
imagination games, and appear­
ances by visiting groups, For exam­
ple, Girls In Motion visited to discuss
self-esteem, healthy eating and the
importance of exercise. Allison will
be the first one to tell you that she
"has as much fun as the kiddos."
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Shared Housing Center was one of
10 organizations this year that
received a $10,000 grant from the
Dallas Stars Foundation. Obvi­
ously the financial contribution
was incredible, but the children
were more excited about the 35
tickets Shared Housing Center
received to attend a hockey game.
The large group of children, rang­
ing in age from 4 to 16 were wide­
eyed as they filed into the Ameri-

can Airlines Center. But nothing
could have described the looks on
the children's faces when the
group was pictured on the Jum­
boTron. And when Maria, Mona
and Gloria received the oversized
check, the whole stadium could
hear the screaming children in
section 322. In honor of Shared
Housing Center's attendance, the
Stars even squeaked out a victory
in overtime.

The children looked right at home
with that gigantic check!

THE ANNUAL EASTER PICNIC

The morning of March 28, • '/ As the aftemoon
2009 brought cold winds" rolled on and lunch
gray skies and lots of very was served, the chil-
excited children to Dallas' dren inched closer to
Central Square Park. For their breaking point,
a short picnic from 11am anticipating the mas-
to 1pm, there was plenty of . sive egg hunt of over
fun and excitement 1000 eggs that

planned, including games, F» awaited them.
a large Easter egg hunt .'}! Chaos ensued as
and a bunny pinata. With I-. li!;'~.anxious children in-
50-60 eager competitors, . ~. spected every inch of
winning bunny sack races, .----------..., the park and let no
book walks and egg spoon Charma, Catara and stone go untumed in, Alexandria enjoy the .
races was qUIte an honor. fi f 'f I the pursuIt of thees IVI les.
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candy and pocket change that
filled the plastic eggs. With the
picnic drawing to a close, the chil­
dren went into battle with the 4­
foot Easter bunny pinata. Despite
the chilly weather, and armed
with many layers of clothing, all
who attended left with full baskets
and big smiles.
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